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Antwerp Classic Salon

Club highlights Mercedes racing her

Antwerp celebrates 120 years of Stuttgart manufacturer’s motorsport history with four-car
Visitors to this year’s show got to the chance to see a
brace of classic Mercedes models – and the fearsome
motorsport machines they spawned.
Members of the Mercedes-Benz Club of Belgium
used this year show to celebrate 120 years of the
Stuttgart firm being involved in motorsport. The club
displayed a road-going 1984 190E, a race-prepared
1989 190E Evolution, a 1971 280SEL, and a rally
prepared 1971 300SEL to show the links between the
firm’s roadgoing and motorsport models.
Ronald Hannet, the club’s event organiser,
said: “We are following the lead of Daimler-Benz
worldwide and celebrating 120 years of MercedesBenz in motorsport by showing off these two very
rare cars, but to make the connection obvious to
show visitors we have brought along both the normal
versions as well.
“The cars are very eye-catching, but the 300SEL
is one that grabs the most attention because a lot of
the show’s visitors will have seen it on the television
competing in events, but have never actually seen it
for real.”
The club’s four-car display is part of a manufacturerbacked effort to celebrate 120 years since Daimlerengined cars came first, second, third, and fourth in a
race for horseless carriages between Paris and Rouen
in 1894.

Club members chose to place roadgoing and race-prepared
models side by side to emphasise their similarities

Coachbuilt Sunbeam remembered
One of Belgium’s four surviving Sunbeam
Venezias attracted plenty of admiring glances a
Rootes club stand at the show.
The 1964 model, which was never sold in the
UK, was based on the mechanicals and floorpan
of the Humber Sceptre.
It featured a Superleggera body built by
Milan-based firm Touring. Fewer than 150 were

originally made, and the car on show at the
Rootes Club of Belgium’s stand is one of only
four cars in the country.
Club President Jean-Paul Vanvinckenroye
told CCW : “The club has been involved with
Sunbeam Venezias for more than 25 years - in
1988, we organised the car’s 25th anniversary
celebrations, which saw 50 Rootes cars,

including 12 Venezias, joining us from across
Europe. These cars, due to financial problems
at both Rootes and Touring at the time plus the
car’s price, meant they weren’t common when
they were new, and they’re very rare now.”
The Venezia was also joined by a 1953
Sunbeam-Talbot Alpine on the club's stand.
■ www.rootesclub.be

1961 Tornado Talisman
Blue, originally an Aston
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The car is for sale for €4
■ 0032 376 50917 ■

FOR
SALE

1971 ALFA RO
JUNIOR €23,9

Two owners from new
■ 0032 478 416643

1976 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE €10,500
Fully restored five years ago by previous owner,
33,000 miles, photo record of restoration
■ 0031 594 645276 ■ www.hofman.nl

1949 TALBOT LAGO RECORD
T26 €250,000

Bodied by Graber, restored 10 years
ago
■ 0032 472 401338 ■ www.oldtim
erfarm

.be

